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For the fruits of his creation 
thanks be to God; 
for his gifts to ev’ry nation, 
thanks be to God; 
for the ploughing, sowing, reaping, 
silent growth while we are sleeping, 
future needs in earth’s safe-keeping, 
thanks be to God. 
 
In the just reward of labour, 
God’s will is done; 
in the help we give our neighbour, 
God’s will is done; 
in our world-wide task of caring 
for the hungry and despairing, 
in the harvests we are sharing, 
God’s will is done. 
 
For the harvests of his Spirit, 
thanks be to God; 
for the good we all inherit, 
thanks be to God; 
for the wonders that astound us, 
for the truths that still confound us, 
most of all that love has found us, 
thanks be to God. 
 
Text Fred Pratt Green (b.1903) 
Copyright 1970 Stainer & Bell Ltd 
 
 
 
 
 
221 
 
God is working his purpose out 
as year succeeds to year: 
God is working his purpose out, 
and the day is drawing near; 
nearer and nearer draws the time, 
the time that shall surely be, 
when the earth shall be filled 
with the glory of God 
as the waters cover the sea. 

 
 
From the east to the utmost west, 
wherever foot has trod, 
through the mouths of his messengers 
echoes forth the voice of God; 
‘Listen to me, ye continents, 
ye islands, give ear to me, 
that earth shall be filled  
with the glory of God 
as the waters cover the sea. 
 
How can we do the work of God, 
how prosper and increase 
harmony in the human race, 
and the reign of perfect peace? 
What can we do to urge the time, 
the time that shall surely be, 
when the earth shall be filled 
with the glory of God 
as the waters cover the sea? 
 
March we forth in the strength of God, 
his banner is unfurled; 
let the light of the gospel shine 
in the darkness of the world: 
strengthen the weary, heal the sick 
and set ev’ry captive free, 
that earth shall be filled 
with the glory of God 
as the waters cover the sea. 
 
All our efforts are nothing worth 
unless God bless the deed; 
vain our hope for the harvest tide 
till he brings to life the seed. 
Yet ever nearer draws the time, 
the time that shall surely be, 
when the earth shall be filled 
with the glory of God 
as the waters cover the sea. 
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